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During the war there was considerable conflict between the local 
pumpk population and the men from the camp. This was natmral under the 
wartime conditions, where the older fellows were in the service and their 
younger brothers, many of whom were just punks, took it upon themselves 
to hold down the home forte They would wait in gangs for one or two 
nationals to come walking along after dark, and then they would jmp 
him and beat him up. Naturally, the nationals would retaliate from 
time to time when they got fed up with this sort of thing. 

Now, I would say that there is very little contact between the two 
groups. ere They are almost completely isolated from each other. 
About the only way that a national can get into town, unless he wants to 
walk, is to come in on the bus which the manager of the local theater 
provides. They buy their tickets there at camp and the movie ticket also 


serves as their bus ticket. The locals hardly ever go to this theater 


here, which shows nothing but Spanish films. The manager would go out 


of business overnight if it weren't for the bracero trade. Now maybe 


he nationals step across the street from the movie house, for a couple 
of beerss even there they will have to go to special pains if they want 
to rub elbows with any of the local people, because it's understood which 
of the bars cater to the bracero trade and which of them don't. You have 
very little intermingling that way. 

There used to be considerable contact at the local church. But, the 

local people put an end to this. They prevailed upon the priest to go into 
the camp and hold services out there eahc week for the braceros, So, the 


braceros have stopped coming into town to church. If you want to know the 


2 
real reason for this attitude on the part of the local people, I think 
it was because they felt that it was out of place to have men coming 
into the church dressed in their work-clothes, muddy shoes, and so forth. 
I am not saying whether this way right or wrong, I am just saying this 
is the way people felt about it. 

I suppose it would be accurate to say that the older generation 
tends to feel a little more kindly toward the nationals than the younger 
generation does. The older generation naturally, has more in common with 
the nation&ls. They are able to remember the parts of Mexico that the 
nationals come from, for example; and these memories are sentimental and 
it may be pleasant to have them refreshed from time to time. But, even 
here I would say that there is virtually no social contact to speak of. 
One elderly couple that lives right behind the store here, has a relative 


over in the Redlands camp. I have observed that every once in awhile 


this belative will come to their place on a Sunday afternoon to talk for 


a little while, but he has never been invited to stay for a meal, 


